Parent Guide to Planning Special Circumstances Instructional Assistance (SCI Assistance) To Implement the Individualized Education Program (IEP)

	What is the role of the parent

in considering the need for

special circumstances

instructional assistance

(SCI Assistance)?

What accommodations or

modifications are needed

and who will deliver these

accommodations?
	Parents should be active participants in the decision making process when considering the need for additional individualized modifications and supports for their child.  This is always an IEP team decision.  First and foremost, the goal for all children is to encourage, promote, and maximize student independence.  If not carefully monitored, additional assistance can easily and unintentionally foster dependence.  A student’s total educational program must be carefully evaluated to determine where additional support may be required.  If the team determines that a student needs additional help, family members need to contribute to the decision making and planning about how the special instructional assistance will be delivered.  The following questions are intended to assist parents and other IEP team members in discussing this issue.  

The IEP team needs to specifically describe the modifications or accommodations the student needs in order to meet the goals and objectives on the IEP.  Once those are designed, some decisions must be made about who will work with the student to implement these modifications and accommodations.

In most situations, the teacher or existing instructional staff will be able to provide the support to the student’s program.  In other situations, additional support staff may be necessary.  As team members plan for meeting the needs of individual students and the overall needs of the classroom program, they should consider all possible options for using available resources.  The use of additional support staff may or may not be the most appropriate option for meeting student needs.  Possible alternatives to assigning a specific staff member to provide individual special circumstances assistance include:

(     Using peer tutoring or cooperative learning practices

(     Reassigning existing staff to help the student

(     Increasing training to existing staff in making accommodations

(     Assigning an individual instructional staff member for initial transition into a new setting for a specific time period

(    Utilizing volunteers and foster grandparents

(    Using assistive technology to encourage more independent

      functioning

(    Team teaching with instructional staff alternating between

      two classrooms

(    Reviewing and/or revising the behavior support plan

The IEP team may determine that special circumstances instructional assistance is needed.  It is not the role of the team members to assign an individual person to perform the identified services.  That responsibility typically belongs to the principal or district special education and/or personnel department.






	If additional special circumstances instructional assistance (SCI Assistance) is determined to be appropriate, what questions need to be asked?
	What is the special circumstances instructional assistance (SCI Assistance) support to be provided?  

The IEP should include a specific description of the support to be provided.  



	        Questions the family may

direct to the supervisor of the

special education program:

Questions for the family to

consider to ensure effective

communication throughout

the school year:


	Where will the services by provided?

The IEP should describe the educational setting(s) in which the student will be working with SCI Assistance. For instance, whether the SCI Assistance will be provided in the general education setting and/or the special education setting should be discussed and documented in the IEP.

How much time will SCI Assistance be provided for my child?

The IEP team should specify the approximate schedule when SCI Assistance is needed.

How long will the services be needed?

SCI Assistance may be discontinued when specific skills are accomplished, when levels of independence have been achieved, or when specific conditions are met.  Usually a three to six month review is recommended.  If not carefully monitored, on-going individual assistance can easily and unintentionally foster dependence.

Who will provide the services?

The IEP team should list the position of the person(s) responsible.  The name(s) of the staff member(s) should not be listed.  Questions about substitutes or coverage in the event that a staff member is absent may need to be addressed for some students.

How will we know when the student will be able to be successful without these additional services?

The IEP team should list the level of independence or skill acquisition that will indicate the need to revise the level of support and the type of modification and services needed.  Discussion at the IEP meeting might address these questions: What skills need to be accomplished before the student is able to be successful without SCI Assistance?  How will we know when the student has attained mastery of these skills?

(     Who has the responsibility for observing and evaluating whether

       the SCI Assistance is working effectively with my child?

(     To whom do we take concerns about the SCI Assistance

       support?

(     What skills does staff need to provide SCI Assistance effectively?

(     How will staff be trained prior to starting services?

(     Who is going to train the staff?

(     What ongoing staff development will be provided to the staff?

(     Who should I call to discuss routine issues such as day-to-day

       care or ordinary events that arise?

(     Who should I call about programming issues such as my child’s

       progress, class scheduling, instructional needs, or social

       interaction with peers?

(     How will information from staff who are providing SCI Assistance

       be shared with me?
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