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Special Circumstances Instructional Assistance

Evaluation Report

	Student:   John Paul Beattie
	ID#:   222-22-2222
	Date:   02/07/03    

	Age:   11
	Grade:  6
	Disability:   SLD

	DOB:   03/31/91
	Gen Ed Teacher:   H. Homeroom
	Placement:   RSP

	School:   Moss Valley Middle
	Sp Ed Teacher:   E. Expert
	Contact Phone:   444-4444

	Case Mgr:   P. Paperwork
	Psychologist:   K. Kelch
	Contact Phone:   121-2121

	Evaluation Report Prepared By:   K. Kelch


I.  Reason for Referral 

Mr. Beattie, John Paul’s father, requested a SCI Assistance evaluation to determine if John Paul requires additional support in the regular education setting to maximize his academic progress.  
II.  Background Information and Educational Setting (summarize special education and related services history; educational history, including  academic progress/assessments and  progress on IEP goals; results of previous evaluations, if applicable; previous interventions and outcomes; educationally relevant health, developmental, and medical findings; review of BSP or BIP; and disciplinary referral information)

John Paul has received special education services as a student with a SLD since 3rd grade.  Currently, he receives support in a RSP setting daily for a 55-minute time period to address his goals in written language.  The RSP teacher also collaborates with his regular education teachers weekly to support the achievement of IEP and BSP goals.  The special education staff is maintaining a running record of completed assignments.  Additionally, John Paul has a BSP to support his individualized needs.  As part of the BSP, he attends a group counseling session in which the counselor teaches social skills and nonverbal communication skills.  A nonverbal cueing system has been taught to all of John Paul’s teachers who implement and monitor this system on a daily basis in the classroom (both regular and special education).

John Paul’s latest report card indicated A’s in PE and Art; B’s in Math; and C’s in English, Science, and History.  John Paul scored Below Basic on the English/Language Arts portions of the April 2002 STAR assessments and Proficient on Math.  A review of his IEP goals, written in May 2002, indicated he is making substantial progress to meet these goals by May 2003.  

The most recent Psycho-Educational evaluation for John Paul was completed in April 2002.  The results of the evaluation indicated that John Paul meets the eligibility criteria for a student with a Learning Disability.  He demonstrated a significant discrepancy between his High Average cognitive ability and his academic achievement in written language due to a significant impairment in the basic psychological process of attention.    

Discipline records indicated that John Paul’s office referrals due to verbal outbursts have dramatically decreased since May 2002 when the BSP was implemented.  Initially, he was averaging two office referrals weekly due to verbal outbursts.  Since November, John Paul has averaged less than one office referral per month due to this behavior. 

John Paul was initially diagnosed as having ADHD by his pediatrician when he was 6 years old.  His doctor has prescribed Adderall, which he takes twice daily (after breakfast and after lunch at school).  John Paul can independently access the nurse’s services for administration of medication.

III.  Evaluation Procedures  (include information regarding administration of tests in primary language of student by qualified personnel; validity of the evaluation; validity of tests for the purpose for which they were used)

· Review of Records, including IEPs and BSP

· Review of Work Samples

· Interviews with Parent, Teacher, and Student

· Observations

· Behavior Assessment System for Children (BASC)

· Draw a Person

· Structured Interview

· Curriculum-Based Assessment in Written Language

Test results are considered a valid indication of John Paul’s present functioning based on the structure of this one-on-one evaluation setting and John Paul’s interest in the tasks.  There are no 

known cultural, environmental, or economic factors negatively influencing this evaluation.  John Paul’s primary language, racial, and ethnic background were considered prior to selection and interpretation of evaluation procedures and measures.  Additionally, assessment instruments are considered valid and reliable based on the norm-referenced groups for each standardized test administered.  However, all assessment procedures measure a limited sample of a person’s total repertoire.

IV.  Summary of Interviews, Rubric, and Observations  (summarize results of the parent/teacher/student interviews and the rubric; include information regarding relevant behavior noted during observation of the student)

Interviews indicated concerns from John Paul’s father regarding his grades and task completion.  Parent understands that John Paul is achieving at an average level as indicated by John Paul’s grades of A’s, B’s and C’s; however, Mr. Beattie stated that John Paul could do better.  John Paul expressed that he is adjusting to middle school and works well with the special education and counseling staff at the site.  He did indicate stress from pressure regarding grades from home. Mr. H. Homeroom, John Paul’s English teacher, reported that in his professional opinion John Paul is doing well with the new environment and challenges of middle school. Grades and assessments support her statement.

A review of the rubric indicated Mild concerns in Health/Personal Care (e.g., medication administration takes less than 10 minutes) and Inclusion/Mainstreaming (e.g., needs some social cueing to interact with peers appropriately and needs occasional reminders of schedule).  Moderate concerns were noted in Behavior (e.g., has problems following directions and behaving appropriately without the implementation of a BSP) and Instruction (e.g., requires verbal prompts or cues).

During the observations, John Paul was on task and was able to complete the assigned work with assistive technology (Alpha Smart).  The teachers utilized the non-verbal cueing system to redirect John Paul’s attention, and this strategy was successful.  


V.  Summary of Standardized and/or Curriculum-Based Assessments (if applicable)  
Results from the curriculum-based assessment and the review of work samples, administered by the RSP Teacher, indicated grade appropriate skills in written language when prompted to utilize written language strategies, such as referring to a writing outline, utilizing brainstorming techniques, accessing a peer editor, and utilizing spell check.  

The Behavior Assessment System for Children (BASC) is a multi-dimensional approach to evaluating the behavior and self-perception of children.  The BASC aids in facilitating the differential diagnosis and classification of emotional and behavioral disorders in children ages 4 to 18.  Any score in the Clinically Significant range suggests a high level of maladjustment and should be addressed.  Results from the BASC, administered by the School Psychologist, indicated Average scores in all scales except Attention Problems, which received an At-Risk rating.  No scales were rated as Clinically Significant.

Results from the Draw a Person and Structured Interview, administered by the School Psychologist, indicated no significant emotional indicators.

VI.  Recommendations  (include information regarding the need for specialized services, materials, and equipment; indicate if the student’s needs can be met in the regular education classroom with the current level of support)

John Paul is receiving the following services and supports:  support in a RSP setting daily for a 55 minute time period to address his goal in written language, group counseling twice weekly, RSP consultation with general education teachers weekly, and implementation of a Behavior Support Plan.  In considering current SCI Assistance evaluation results and the services and supports that are being provided, this evaluator does not recommend additional SCI Assistance and feels that John Paul is receiving adequate support at the present time to make satisfactory progress toward all goals.  John Paul does not require specialized services, materials, or equipment.  It appears his needs can be met in the regular education classroom with the current level of support.  The IEP Team may wish to discuss whether additional time in RSP would be beneficial to John Paul.  

John Paul’s progress will be monitored, and if his academic progress declines or maladaptive behavior increases, an IEP meeting should be scheduled.

John Paul should continue to utilize the assistive technology that is available to him, such as the Alpha Smart.  He should also utilize the peer editors in the classroom for written assignments.   Additionally, John Paul should use an assignment checklist to aid in his organization of assigned work.  

Respectfully Submitted,

_____________________________________
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