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Resource Title  Communication Form and Function Matrix

What  
is it? 

The  Communication  Form  and  Function Matrix  is  a  chart  that  is 
used  to  indicate a student’s  form and  function of communication. 
Essentially, it is the link between behavior and communication.  
 
Every  communicative  behavior  can  be  described  by  its  form  and 
function. 

• Form: the behavior or method used to communicate 
• Function: the reason or purpose of the communicative 

behavior

Purpose(s) 
To  clearly  identify  a  student’s  form  (type  of  communication), 
and the function or reason for the communication. 

Intended 
Implementer(s) 

All  educators  and  people  interacting  with  or  working  with  the 
student  can  utilize  a  Form  and  Function  Matrix.  However,  it  is 
recommended that a speech and language pathologist help identify 
and  guide  the  use  and  understanding  of  the  Form  and  Function 
Matrix. 

Applicable 
Population(s) / 
Grade Levels 

The  Communication  Form  and  Function  Matrix  can  be  used  for 
children at any age. However,  it  is probably most appropriate  for 
students  who  are:  at  the  preschool  to  first  grade  level,  on  the 
autism spectrum with limited verbal skills or children who are in the 
moderate to severe range of functioning.

Source of 
Products or 
Websites 

The Communication Form and Function Matrix was created by 
Positive Beginnings: Supporting Young Children with Challenging 
Behavior from Florida State University. 
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COMMUNICATION FORM AND FUNCTION MATRIX 
 

Child’s Name:    Language Stage:    
 
Context/Activity:    Date:     

 
 FORM OF COMMUNICATION 

 NONSYMBOLIC FORM SYMBOLIC FORM 

FUNCTION OF 
COMMUNICATION 

P
ro

xi
m

ity
 

F
a

ci
a

l E
xp

re
ss

io
n 

L
a

u
g

hi
n

g
/S

q
u

ea
lin

g 

C
ry

in
g

/W
h

in
in

g 

T
a

p
p

in
g

/T
o

u
ch

in
g 

P
u

lli
n

g
 b

y 
th

e
 H

a
nd

 

T
a

n
tr

um
 

A
g

g
re

ss
io

n
 (

hi
t,

 p
in

ch
) 

S
e

lf-
in

ju
ry

 

G
iv

in
g 

P
u

lli
n

g
/P

us
h

in
g

 A
w

ay
 

S
h

o
w

in
g 

R
e

a
ch

in
g 

W
a

vi
n

g 

P
o

in
tin

g 

H
e

a
d

 S
h

ak
e 

H
e

a
d

 N
o

d 

V
o

ca
liz

in
g 

O
th

e
r:

 

S
in

g
le

 W
o

rd
s 

(s
p

ok
e

n
) 

E
ch

o
la

lia
 

W
o

rd
 C

om
b

in
a

tio
n

s 

S
ig

n
 L

a
n

g
ua

g
e 

P
ic

tu
re

s/
W

rit
te

n
 W

o
rd

s 

O
th

e
r:

 

Regulate Behavior                          

Request Object                          

Request Action/Activity                          

Protest Object                          

Protest Action/Activity                          

Draw Attention to Self                          

Request Social Game                          

Request Comfort                          

Greet                          

Call                          

Take Turn                          

Show Off                          

Draw Attention to Object or Event                          

Label or Comment                          

Provide Information                          

Request Information                          
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