Step 6


Specific Language for Special Circumstances

Instructional Assistance (SCI Assistance)

USE THE REGULAR SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SELPA IEP FORM.

Where to Write the Services of Special Circumstances Instructional Assistance (SCI Assistance)

SCI Assistance should NOT be written as a DIS service because “special circumstances instructional assistance” is not listed as a DIS service in California Education Code (EC 56363(a)).  Some people have held that fading SCI Assistance could be viewed as a “change of placement.”  This could be true if SCI Assistance is listed as a DIS service.  No changes should be made to the DIS services without an IEP meeting.  However, SCI Assistance is more correctly written on the Special Factors page under “supplementary aids and services to be provided to or on behalf of the student.”  In this section, indicate the duration, frequency, and location of SCI Assistance. Additional language clarifying SCI Assistance should be written on the IEP Team Meeting Notes.  Once SCI Assistance is written into an IEP, it should be recorded in CASEMIS data as Intensive Individual Services.  Be sure to contact the person in your district who is responsible for entering CASEMIS data.

Sample language on the Special Factors page under “supplementary aids and services to be provided to or on behalf of the student” might state:  SCI Assistance will be provided in the classroom setting for 6 hours each day.

Sample language on the IEP Team Meeting Notes might state:  In addition to natural supports and existing staff support in the classroom, additional special circumstances instructional assistance will be provided for (student’s name) as follows…  Indicate how SCI Assistance will be utilized including hours per day, educational settings (e.g., RSP/SDC vs. regular education classroom), and specific tasks (e.g., toileting, feeding/eating, academics, mobility, at recess to promote appropriate social behavior on the playground, during individual reading instruction).
Writing a Fading Plan on the IEP Team Meeting Notes

A plan for fading should be specifically written on the IEP Team Meeting Notes, which is clearly understood by the entire team and is very exact.  It is important that everyone, especially the parent(s), understand the fading schedule.  If needed, the Observational Review to Determine Continued Need for SCI Assistance (Step 8, Form 1a-b) should be completed, and this information should be reviewed at the next IEP meeting (within 3-6 months) to determine the effectiveness of SCI Assistance.

Example 1:  In order to promote and maximize student independence, special circumstances instructional assistance will be discontinued when (list the level of independence achieved, skills acquired, or certain conditions met that would indicate SCI Assistance no longer needed).  

Example 2:  Short-term special circumstances instructional assistance not to exceed _____ weeks. (Use this statement when SCI Assistance is needed for a specific period of time, such as for a special project, or for a temporary medical condition, etc.)  

Example 3:  By (date), support staff will decrease direct proximity (standing next to the student) by 40% as documented on a daily log and by (2 months later) direct support will be faded by 60%.  When not in direct proximity to the student, the additional support staff will be in the same classroom, working with other students or other tasks in order to be available, if necessary, for (student).  An IEP meeting will be scheduled for (within 3-6 months) to review the effectiveness of the additional special circumstances instructional assistance.  (Name/Title of staff member) will complete the “Observational Review to Determine Continued Need for SCI Assistance” form, and this information will be reviewed at the next IEP meeting.

Example 4:  (Student) will receive special circumstances instructional assistance for six periods beginning in September, and decreasing one period per month, for a three month period.  

Sample Goals and Objectives/Benchmarks

Goal 1:  By (date), (student) will increase independence skills by demonstrating hand-raising at least three times each day to ask the classroom teacher a question, with indirect prompting from support staff.

Obj. 1 By (date), when verbally prompted, (student) will ask support staff a question when he needs help.

Obj. 2
By (date), (student) will demonstrate raising his hand to ask support staff a question, when verbally prompted by support staff, at least three times per day.

Obj. 3 By (date), (student) will raise his hand to ask a question of the classroom teacher at least one time per day with verbal prompting from support staff.

Goal 2:  By (date), (student) will demonstrate appropriate playground behavior by lining up within one minute after the bell rings, at least one time per day.

Obj. 1  By (date), when given a verbal prompt, (student) will seek out support staff when she hears the bell ring.

Obj. 2 By (date), (student) will independently stand next to support staff who is in the children’s line, within one minute after the bell rings.
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